
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REMINDERS:

* ALL PARTICIPANTS ARE AUTOMATICALLY MUTED.

* PLEASE SHARE YOUR QUESTIONS FOR SPEAKERS IN THE CHAT BOX.

* THIS MEETING WILL BE RECORDED & AVAILABLE AT: https://www.firstup.org/sepecc/

SEPECC Meeting
Tuesday, November 21, 2023

Agenda:
12:30 Welcome

12:35 Budget/Policy Updates

12:45 Advocacy Skill Building & Activities 

1:05 OCDEL, ELRC & DHS Announcements

1:25 Special Presentation: Accessing resources for 

building & maintaining your program’s quality standards

1:45 Public Policy Partners Collaboration

1:50 Community Partner Resources

2:05 Wrap Up

2:10-2:30 Breakout Groups (optional) 

Meeting will begin at 12:30pm

https://www.firstup.org/sepecc/


UPCOMING SEPECC MEETINGS

• December 19, 2023

• January 16, 2024

• February 20, 2024

• March 29, 2024

12:30 – 2:30pm







BUDGET & POLICY 

UPDATES

(FEDERAL, STATE, LOCAL)

MARY GRAHAM, 

CHILDREN'S VILLAGE

TYRONE SCOTT, 

FIRST UP



ADVOCACY



PROVIDER SPOTLIGHT
TIMMI KILGORE, KILGORE FAMILY CHILDCARE



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR | OCT. 2, 2023 (INQUIRER.COM)

Fight to survive

Thanks to The Inquirer for putting the childcare crisis on the front page last week. However, 
the article only mentions large centers. Like hundreds of others in the Greater Philadelphia 
area, I run what’s known as family childcare: delivering quality childcare in my 
home. I teach babies to talk, walk, potty train, feed themselves, listen, and share. The 
children in my care enjoy a positive introduction to their educational journey of K-12 and 
beyond. For eight to 10 hours a day, I provide loving care right in their neighborhood, so 
parents can work full-time jobs. I am also a trusted resource in my community, a 
block captain leading neighborhood cleanups and unity events. I will continue to invest in 
my program and provide the best quality care. But I am a part of the least 
compensated industry. Parents can’t afford to pay more, and government subsidies 
do not pay the true cost of care. In fact, we are paid poverty-level wages. We would 
never abandon our families by going on strike. But we depend on everyone in our 
society to support our important work, speak out on our behalf, and get us the 
compensation we deserve.

Timmi Kilgore, owner, Kilgore Family Childcare, Philadelphia

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fl.facebook.com%2Fl.php%3Fu%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.inquirer.com%252Fopinion%252Fletters%252Fletters-to-the-editor-october-2-2023-20231002.html%253Ffbclid%253DIwAR3Yeu1Z74ICtaPHM9M8x8HHZllAGl-jp36AaHotYKz_jyeHHd4SQgKJwp4%26h%3DAT0xMMzINgugPEDrt0c9_pRlEPMnCWNOcql2H2hrqfzlgc6-5H5zivtl_C1R3VyiAwKKv2xSqbHiZlJgc8FWCsE83aWQGSs-KlOnfFIl4rxIAuQuryGTV18CXwW2HSmEJFeeYq8giP60FwAVEnz0%26__tn__%3D-UK-R%26c%255b0%255d%3DAT17OPEJDEM2PRVdxtc1CRaitMWsu0ie5RBTXidQg8-Q_KaushSGIQSQYfQKqnAuS1csXkk6UDA2cMm76QMNerA_GH5rgDsq7SuRzYHZ6Gf5btueTAKc4m92_RBcmHM8J4_ZlJIHtb3YYIAO8Fn03PiU9EzE1cxYPRSGCbE&data=05%7C01%7Cjackie.groetsch%40firstup.org%7C5298fea7af9f49d1628c08dbc35566bd%7Cf0fd48e0dd6d4511a2a2ed4697da29f5%7C0%7C0%7C638318543793952854%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EJmYxNpIaZwovCOovh2Ybd9lkOU08BVDxdJMYDG2MR8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.inquirer.com%2Fnews%2Fpennsylvania%2Fchildcare-funding-american-rescue-covid-daycare-philadelphia-20230923.html&data=05%7C01%7Cjackie.groetsch%40firstup.org%7C5298fea7af9f49d1628c08dbc35566bd%7Cf0fd48e0dd6d4511a2a2ed4697da29f5%7C0%7C0%7C638318543793952854%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=t22ceFXIt%2BISLzRjglWaQlV4VB74nsfns8kPD2AyQKY%3D&reserved=0


HALLOWEEN VISIBILITY EVENT RECAP
ELIZABETH OZER, FIRST UP

SHAWN TOWEY, PENNSYLVANIA CHILD CARE ASSOCIATION







GOTV - CHILD CARE VOTER 
SHIRLEE HOWE, CHILDREN FIRST



SMG Clubhouse, Horsham

Election Day activities included 
voting for favorite candy and 

wearing child care voter t-shirts!



Lumi’s Happy Land FCC, Philadelphia

Parent board with advocacy info and 

offer of extended hours on Election Day!



Thank you to Estelas Family Daycare and Bahirah’s Lil Tots Daycare 

for encouraging families to get out to vote on Election Day!



CONGRATULATIONS!

Congratulations to 
Mayor-Elect 

Cherelle Parker

The 100th Mayor of 

Philadelphia and 

Champion for Kids



CONGRATULATIONS TO MAYOR PARKER!

Send her a congratulatory message and 
include artwork from your kids. 

She'll have a brand new office to decorate soon. 

What better way to reinforce the commitment 
she's already made to our city's children than to 

adorn her walls with their masterpieces!

People for Parker

P.O. Box 27647

Philadelphia, PA 19118



INTRODUCING 

WHITNEY BROWN (SHE/HER)

Civic Engagement Coordinator at 
Children First, working on the 
Child Care Voter campaign 

whitneyb@childrenfirstpa.org
Cell: 267-990-4027

mailto:whitneyb@childrenfirstpa.org


Shirlee Howe
shirleeh@childrenfirstpa.org

Kevin Burgess
kevinb@childrenfirstpa.org

Whitney Brown
whitneyb@childrenfirstpa.org

mailto:shirleeh@childrenfirstpa.org
mailto:kevinb@childrenfirstpa.org
mailto:whitneyb@childrenfirstpa.org


MESSAGES OF THANKS
LAVERNE CHEESEBORO, OWNER/ DIRECTOR OF HEAVENLY MADE CREATIONS



GIVING THANKS = ADVOCACY!

The National Council of Jewish Women 
(NCJW.org) is a grassroots organization of 
volunteers and advocates who turn 
progressive ideals into action. Inspired by 
Jewish values, NCJW strives for social justice 
by improving the quality of life for women, 
children, and families and by safeguarding 
individual rights and freedoms.

Eleanor Levie

Volunteer advocate                           email:

SEPECC Advocacy Committee           EleanorLevie@gmail.com

mailto:EleanorLevie@gmail.com


4 WAYS TO ADVOCATE TO POLICY-MAKERS

COMPLAIN:
You have 

every right!

ASK FOR 

SOMETHING:
Insist on what you 

need and deserve

EDUCATE:
Make sure 

legislative aides 

understand your 

situation

THANK:
Tis the 

season!



KIDS’ CRAFT: LEAF TURKEYS



KIDS’ CRAFT: LEAF TURKEYS

What you’ll need, what to do:

• Fall leaves—collect and press between newspaper sheets for several days to keep flat

• Heavy paper – cardboard or cardstock – backgrounds for kid’s artwork. Use gluestick to 

adhere pressed leaves, for turkey’s fantail

• Brown or black construction paper, or self-adhesive foam sheet – cut into 6” shape like a 

duckpin bowling pin – glue over leaves

• Wiggle eyes – add, using glue or glue dots

• Scraps of felt or colored paper: orange triangle for beaks, red comma-shape for wattle, 

other color oval, folded in half, for baseball cap 



KIDS’ CRAFT: LEAF TURKEYS



KIDS’ CRAFT: LEAF TURKEYS



THANK-YOU NOTES TO GO HOME 
TO FAMILIES AT THANKSGIVING

• THANK YOU for entrusting your child to 
our childcare program!

• THANK YOU for telling friends and family 
what quality childcare means to you!

• THANK YOU for telling your legislators 
to make quality childcare affordable for 
families, and allow providers like me/us 
to earn a living wage. 



THANK-YOU NOTES TO SEND TO 
CHAMPIONS OF CHILDCARE AT 
THANKSGIVING

• Thank those legislators who are 
actively supporting the funding we 
need and deserve for childcare and 
pre-K! 

• Use social media
• Add a photo of a child’s leaf turkey



PHOTOS + CAPTIONS  = SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS!

@SenBobCasey   or  https://www.casey.senate.gov/contact/share

THANK YOU for being an original cosponsor for the Child Care for Working 
Families Act! You are a champion who will LEAF your mark on history! #SaveChildCare

@SenFettermanPA  or  https://www.fetterman.senate.gov/contact/

THANK YOU for being a Child Care Champion! You know that anything less than 
a robust investment LEAVES too many providers without a livelihood, and too many 
families without quality childcare and the freedom to work. #SaveChildCare

https://www.casey.senate.gov/contact/share


INVITE LEGISLATORS TO HOLIDAY EVENTS
SHAWN TOWEY, PENNSYLVANIA CHILD CARE ASSOCIATION



JOIN OUR DELEGATION FOR A VIRTUAL VISIT!

SEPECC Volunteer Eleanor Levie is scheduling online visits with the top aides for 
our US Senators and our Governor to share our THANKS and our views:

• Looking for a small, diverse delegation: advocates, providers, teachers, 
parents with personal stories to tell.

• Attend a briefing session on Zoom beforehand, so we are all unified on our 
message, and each member of our group participates in the meeting.

• Hoping for early December, between 1 and 3 p.m. (naptime!)
• If interested, put your name in the chat, or email EleanorLevie@gmail.com



Earn a gift card for 

your advocacy efforts!



DELAYED PAYMENTS
LAVERNE CHEESEBORO, OWNER/ DIRECTOR OF HEAVENLY MADE CREATIONS



POLLING QUESTION & RESULTS

Has your ECE business been delayed in receiving payments from the city 
or state programs this fall?

 Yes, payment(s) was late 7/24 (29%)
 No, payment(s) was on time 10/24 (42%)
 Not applicable, no city or state program(s) 7/24 (29%)

You are welcome to add additional context in the group chat or
via private message to Jackie Groetsch.



NATIONAL DAY WITHOUT CHILDCARE
SHINEAL HUNTER, FAMILY CIRCLE ACADEMY



NATIONAL DAY WITHOUT CHILD CARE

Monday, May 13, 2024
Interested in helping plan? Contact Shineal!



Join PA Day Without Child Care

(DWOCC) Planning Committee by 

reaching out to Shineal Hunter at

familycircleacademy@gmail.com

and place DWOCC in subject.

Join the movement by signing up for 
Facebook group and national call!

https://communitychangeaction.org/chi

ldcare/

mailto:familycircleacademy@gmail.com
https://communitychangeaction.org/childcare/
https://communitychangeaction.org/childcare/


JANETTA (NETTA) RADZINSKI - OCDEL
C-JRADZINS@PA.GOV

BETSY VASSALLO – ELRC 19 CHESTER COUNTY

BVASSALLO@PHMC.ORG

ASIA M. SHEPPARD - DHS

ASSHEPPARD@PA.GOV

JAMILA DASHIELL - DHS

JDASHIELL@PA.GOV

\

OCDEL, ELRC & DHS 
Announcements 

mailto:ASSHEPPARD@PA.GOV
mailto:ASSHEPPARD@PA.GOV


NETTA RADZINSKI| SPECIAL ASSISTANT FOR 

EXTERNAL RELATIONS

OFFICE OF CHILD DEVELOPMENT AND 

EARLY LEARNING

333 MARKET STREET, 6TH FL| HARRISBURG, 

PA 17126

PHONE: 717.395.2260

C-JRADZINS@PA.GOV

WWW.DHS.PA.GOV| WWW.EDUCATIO

N.STATE.PA.US

mailto:c-jradzins@pa.gov
http://www.dhs.pa.gov/
http://www.education.state.pa.us/
http://www.education.state.pa.us/


OCDEL/ START STRONG PA LISTENING SESSIONS

Join Start Strong PA partners 

and OCDEL Deputy Secretary 

Shante’ Brown at one of our 

virtual child care provider 

Listening Sessions this fall!

Listening Sessions Full Schedule: 
https://www.pakeys.org/co-hosts-

ocdel-start-strong-pa-want-to-
hear-from-you/

Tuesday, December 12, 2023

12:00 PM - 2:00 PM

Philadelphia (ELRC 18)

Zoom Registration: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_tk

BH1WHPTVCKeKV02FMIOg

Monday, December 18, 2023

1:00 PM - 3:00 PM

Bucks, Chester, Delaware and Montgomery 

Counties (ELRCs 15, 16, 17 and 19)

Zoom Registration: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_c

Yq4UZbnQAWKxs0HxFB1Sw

https://www.pakeys.org/co-hosts-ocdel-start-strong-pa-want-to-hear-from-you/
https://www.pakeys.org/co-hosts-ocdel-start-strong-pa-want-to-hear-from-you/
https://www.pakeys.org/co-hosts-ocdel-start-strong-pa-want-to-hear-from-you/
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_tkBH1WHPTVCKeKV02FMIOg
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_tkBH1WHPTVCKeKV02FMIOg
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_cYq4UZbnQAWKxs0HxFB1Sw
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_cYq4UZbnQAWKxs0HxFB1Sw


SAVE THE DATE

OCDEL EARLY CHILDHOOD CONFERENCE

Stable and Secure: Supporting Children 

Through Trauma Sensitive Approaches

March 25-26, 2024



ADDITIONAL RESOURCE:  OCDEL ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS IS A LIBRARY OF OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS DISTRIBUTED BY THE 

PENNSYLVANIA KEY ON BEHALF OF THE PENNSYLVANIA OFFICE OF CHILD 

DEVELOPMENT AND EARLY LEARNING (OCDEL)

 https://www.pakeys.org/ocdel-announcements/

https://www.pakeys.org/ocdel-announcements/


ELRC REMINDERS
Contact your local ELRC for assistance or additional information

 Please complete any designation request started before 10/1/23 by 
the end of December.

 Enhanced & Streamlined CDA process: information is available on the PA 
Keys Website, including a tipsheet on how to run the CDA Summary Report 
from the PD Registry

 Save the date - OCDEL Early Childhood Conference March 25-26, 2024, 
Hershey, PA - Stable and Secure: Supporting Children Through Trauma 
Sensitive Approaches.  More information to come!

https://www.pakeys.org/pennsylvania-enhances-and-streamlines-the-child-development-associate-cda-process/
https://www.pakeys.org/pennsylvania-enhances-and-streamlines-the-child-development-associate-cda-process/
../Desktop/CDA-Report-Tipsheet.pdf


ELRC 16 REMINDERS
Contact ELRC 16 for assistance or additional information

▪ ELRC Provider Link  

ELRC 16’s monthly provider newsletter. You will find STARS and CCW updates, OCDEL 

news, and regional events.To access this month’s newsletter and to subscribe, go to:

https://elrc-csc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Provider-Link-November-2023-Region-16.pdf

• Bucks County Directors Alliance 

All providers are invited to join community partners and Quality Coaches at our monthly 

Bucks County Directors Alliance meeting! Attendance is strongly recommended as there 

are important updates for all childcare providers! Each month we focus on a different 

topic, and community partners share their agency updates. Invitations can be found in 

the Provider Link Newsletter noted above.

https://elrc-csc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Provider-Link-November-2023-Region-16.pdf


ELRC 16 REMINDERS
Contact ELRC 16 for assistance or additional information

• Parent Project Podcast 

Community Services for Children has been hosting the Parent Project Podcast to 

engage families in areas of common concern for parents. Experts provide perspectives 

on topics of health & safety, mental health, child transition and other important 

subjects. Please consider sharing these podcasts with the families in your 

program! This month, we are joined by Mike Daniels, retired social worker, as he shares 

about how to foster attachment with your new baby.

To listen, click Parent Project Podcast- Episode 005: First 3 Months -YouTube

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/1EgaCn5jrZCXWZDntNBGQe


 ELRC 18 is going checkless
 Starting in January 2024, ELRC 18 will only be offering electronic payments 

for provider payments. Options include direct deposit or a Comdata 
Mastercard (application attached). Please see the attached flyer for 
additional details. 

 Sample Saturdays
 ELRC 18 is making samples of various OCDEL approved curriculum available 

for providers to see on the first and third Saturdays at our Welsh Road 
location. Please see the attached flyer for details.

ELRC 18 REMINDERS

Contact ELRC 18 for assistance or additional information

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/MBC6CR6DogIGOnBBf9sFKy
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/cTylCVOKPmH2Z099uznTqM
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/fHXtCW6X7nI64zGGSKNI1B


 Upcoming Children’s Village Business Series 
 Presented free of charge by ELRC 18, this is a not-to-be-missed opportunity 

for you to strengthen your business. Available to providers outside of 
Philadelphia, space permitting.
 Beginner Series for Centers – January 16, 23, 30 and February 6 from 1-4p
 Beginner Series for Family Child Care Providers – November 21, 28 and 

December 5, 19 from 6:30-8:30p
 Intermediate Series for Center Directors (must have taken the Beginner 

Series) – February 27, March 12 and 26 and April 2 and 23 from 12:30-3:30p
 Human Resources Series for Center Directors (must have completed the 

Beginner Series) – March 20, April 3 and 17, and May 1, 15 and 29 from 1-4p

ELRC 18 REMINDERS

Contact ELRC 18 for assistance or additional information

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/1Rw6CXD2o6h49B00hkPJcs
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/DbghCYENv6SD9kOOtMoetb
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/6lx3CZ6NV4I7jP22tP_WoC
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/6aEvC1wPrju6Zn55SyHuDq


ADDITIONAL RESOURCE: FAMILY CHILD CARE

 FCCH Beginner Business Series: 
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/a6tlmtktllfq0pjczd6hg/BBS-for-Family-Providers-Flyer-

REVISED-Fall-2023-Cohort1.pdf?rlkey=wm117tl2cnnh6uyuc9b7tas9n&dl=0

 Child Care Listening Session - Family Child Care Statewide

Monday, December 4, 2023

5:30 PM - 7:30 PM

Zoom Registration: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_TjzTigFoQKCrznYv7Cddgw

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/a6tlmtktllfq0pjczd6hg/BBS-for-Family-Providers-Flyer-REVISED-Fall-2023-Cohort1.pdf?rlkey=wm117tl2cnnh6uyuc9b7tas9n&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/a6tlmtktllfq0pjczd6hg/BBS-for-Family-Providers-Flyer-REVISED-Fall-2023-Cohort1.pdf?rlkey=wm117tl2cnnh6uyuc9b7tas9n&dl=0
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_TjzTigFoQKCrznYv7Cddgw


ELRC 19 REMINDERS
Contact ELRC 19 for assistance or additional information

▪ ELRC Region 19 Weekly Early Education Newsletter
ELRC 19’s provider newsletter is delivered weekly to your inbox. You will find current 
announcements, OCDEL news,  Keystone STARS and CCW updates, and information about 
regional services and events. To subscribe to the ELRC 19 weekly newsletter,  go to our 
website: www.elrc19chesco.org

• ELRC 19 Provider Chit Chat
All providers are invited to join community partners and Quality Coaches at our bi-
monthly virtual Provider Chit Chat meeting! Participation is strongly recommended as 
important information for all childcare providers is shared! Each meeting brings a 
different presenter and topic. Information and invitations can be found in our weekly 
newsletter.  Subscribe by clicking on the subscription box on our website: 
www.elrc19chesco.org

http://www.elrc19chesco.org/
http://www.elrc19chesco.org/


ELRC REMINDER AND OFFICE CONTACT INFORMATION
Contact your local ELRC for assistance or additional information



Special Presentation: Accessing resources

for building and maintaining your

program’s quality standards

Cheri Howard, Caring People Alliance

Laverne Cheeseboro, Heavenly Made Creations 

Mercedes Fleet-Mount, Bright Little Scholars

Sherilynn Kimble, The Kimble Group

Alyssa Cruz, First Up



CHERI HOWARD
CHOWARD@CARINGPEOPLEALLIANCE.ORG



HIGHLIGHTS OF 2023 STANDARDS

 Highlights STARS standards

 LM 3.4.9 Programs utilize PAS or BAS as an 

internal assessment Meaning the 

PROGRAM MUST COMPLETE 

assessment- In partnership with a Quality 

Coach and an OCDEL -approved assessor, 

administrative practices.  (4 points)

 EC 3.4.5 REQUIRED STAR 3 & 4 

INDICATOR In partnership with a Quality 

Coach and an OCDEL -approved assessor, the 

program creates and implements an Internal 

Assessment Process plan

 Using an OCDEL-approved Alternate Pathway-

 1.Claim their program’s Organization Profile in the 

PD Registry-

 2.Submit documentation of the accreditation in 

the PD Registry-

 3. Continuous Quality Improvement (CQI) Plan.

 4. Review their staff information on Staff report

 5. Complete Overview of Keystone STARS-

 6.Ensure that all current Career Pathway level 

assigned and their employment has been verified by 

the program-

 7. Ensure that all current onsite program leadership 

team members and teaching staff have completed 

their PD Plans (PDP) in the PD Registry



HOW TO USE THE NEW PA KEYS WEBSITE

 share

 The PD Registry

registry@pakeys.org

800-284-6031

mailto:registry@pakeys.org


LAVERNE CHEESEBORO

HEAVENLY MADE CREATIONS
HEAVENLYMADECREATIONS@GMAIL.COM

MERCEDES FLEET-MOUNT

BRIGHT LITTLE SCHOLARS
BRIGHTLITTLESCHOLARS@GMAIL.COM

mailto:heavenlymadecreations@gmail.com
mailto:brightlittlescholars@gmail.com


SUPPORTS FROM PROVIDERS & PROGRAMS 

Center-based Child Care 

Providers - Philly:

Location: Philadelphia, PA

Link to Register:

https://www.facebook.com

/share/Gn4qtS1cz4P6mfLY/?

mibextid=K35XfP

Bi-Weekly Zoom Dates:

 Nov 26, 2023 02:00 PM

 Dec 10, 2023 02:00 PM

 Dec 24, 2023 02:00 PM

Location: Zoom

Link to Register: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meet

ing/register/tZIpfuiurTopE9Jdnn

EkREgxJqnPpQXmfPGd#/regist

ration

Child Care Provider: Chat & Chew

 Date: Sunday, November 26  

1pm 

 Location: South Flavors

429 South Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19147

 Link to Register: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/child-care-provider-
chat-and-chew-tickets-
758938895667?aff=oddtdtcreator&fbclid=IwAR21pw
KUjeq-ThvSdK96RSHvjPdzi8yXfQfa3GB3irNr7X3UH6cy-
FmvQu0_aem_ARVQ5NGa7-
9PptyiWlg2oKef_UmXMACWl6Sq0ODtZwwNbPoTxsY
wwXb9KS8iFN_MXWsaSKz36wuT3zwFi_jetekM

https://www.facebook.com/share/Gn4qtS1cz4P6mfLY/?mibextid=K35XfP
https://www.facebook.com/share/Gn4qtS1cz4P6mfLY/?mibextid=K35XfP
https://www.facebook.com/share/Gn4qtS1cz4P6mfLY/?mibextid=K35XfP
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIpfuiurTopE9JdnnEkREgxJqnPpQXmfPGd#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIpfuiurTopE9JdnnEkREgxJqnPpQXmfPGd#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIpfuiurTopE9JdnnEkREgxJqnPpQXmfPGd#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIpfuiurTopE9JdnnEkREgxJqnPpQXmfPGd#/registration
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.eventbrite.com/e/child-care-provider-chat-and-chew-tickets-758938895667?aff=oddtdtcreator&fbclid=IwAR21pwKUjeq-ThvSdK96RSHvjPdzi8yXfQfa3GB3irNr7X3UH6cy-FmvQu0_aem_ARVQ5NGa7-9PptyiWlg2oKef_UmXMACWl6Sq0ODtZwwNbPoTxsYwwXb9KS8iFN_MXWsaSKz36wuT3zwFi_jetekM__;!!IBzWLUs!SyeATeFZEqhCfYfCjzrX6Czr6-DceyaqcfX_DmeJcGANBIe-lAmA_70SKMMXwcgeQX74hjN9_IzIMogQB7cKNHYyLyNbo-M$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.eventbrite.com/e/child-care-provider-chat-and-chew-tickets-758938895667?aff=oddtdtcreator&fbclid=IwAR21pwKUjeq-ThvSdK96RSHvjPdzi8yXfQfa3GB3irNr7X3UH6cy-FmvQu0_aem_ARVQ5NGa7-9PptyiWlg2oKef_UmXMACWl6Sq0ODtZwwNbPoTxsYwwXb9KS8iFN_MXWsaSKz36wuT3zwFi_jetekM__;!!IBzWLUs!SyeATeFZEqhCfYfCjzrX6Czr6-DceyaqcfX_DmeJcGANBIe-lAmA_70SKMMXwcgeQX74hjN9_IzIMogQB7cKNHYyLyNbo-M$
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THE KIMBLE GROUP LLC

The Kimble Group, LLC is a collaborative of Educational Consultant Businesses 

helping early childhood/education/childcare organizations improve the quality of 

learning environments through professional development, talent acquisition, program 

management, and business practices.

Our “Aspire To Inspire STARS” initiative is a free comprehensive, high-quality 

supportive and personalized mentoring/coaching and networking opportunity for 

providers interested in continuous program quality improvement and navigating the 

PA Keystone STARS.

For more information, please contact:

Name: Sherilynn Kimble

Phone Number: 610.585.8054

Email Address: AspireToInspireStars@gmail.com

www.KimbleGrp.com





Alyssa Cruz

EQUIP Manager

First Up 

Alyssa.cruz@firstup.org

mailto:Alyssa.cruz@firstup.org


What is EQUIP?

EQUIP(The Early Education Quality 

Improvement Program) is an initiative that is 

managed by First Up and funded by the 

William Penn Foundation.

EQUIP is designed to help support Philadelphia 

childcare programs as they move from STAR 

level 2 to STAR level 3.



GOALS FOR EQUIP 

 ❑To provide individualized supports to help 

programs achieve goals as they continue 

along their quality improvement Journey

 ❑Serve as a pipeline for centers and FCC 

providers as they embark on quality 

improvement.

 ❑Opportunity for providers to look at the 

quality of their CQI plan from a holistic 

approach.

 ❑Provide an opportunity for directors and 

teachers to connect and network.



Public Policy Partners (3P) 

Collaboration 



JOHN SPERDUTO

CCPNPA.ORG@GMAIL.COM

WEBSITE: WWW.CCPNPA.ORG

mailto:ccpnpa.org@gmail.com
http://www.ccpnpa.org/


COMMUNITY PARTNERS

Jacob Kurtz
Reinvestment Fund

Lorna Rosenberg & Randy Persaud
Women for Healthy Environments



Jacob Kurtz 
Jacob.kurtz@reinvestment.com

PHLCNF@reinvestment.com

We have a new round of PHL-CNF 

Funding

Requirements

Must be located in Philadelphia

Must be participating in cacfp

PHL Child Nutrition Fund: 

https://www.reinvestment.com/grants/ph

l-child-nutrition-fund/

https://www.reinvestment.com/grants/phl-child-nutrition-fund/
https://www.reinvestment.com/grants/phl-child-nutrition-fund/


Lorna Rosenberg – Eastern 

Region/Healthy Buildings Manager

Randy Persaud – Program Assistant

Chanel Palmer – Research Assistant



Healthy childcare champions grant Philadelphia 
only!



Healthy Childcare champions



Healthy Childcare Champion/

Eco- Healthy Endorsement

Eco-Healthy Endorsement:
1. Integrated Pest Management

2. Green Cleaning

3. Lead exposure prevention:

1. Lead dust management

2. Lead in drinking water

4. Safe toys & furniture

5. Indoor and outdoor air quality

6. Plastics



ACCOMPLISHMENTS

◼ 60 + HEALTHY CHILDCARE CHAMPIONS

◼ 2 WEBINARS ON PREPARING FOR SUMMER AND  INDOOR/ OUTDOOR AIR QUALITY

◼ SEPTEMBER 20TH KENCREST KENSINGTON COMMUNITY HEALTH AND WELLNESS FAIR

 OCTOBER 25 VISIT BY EPA ADMISTRATOR TO KENCREST NORTH

◼ COMPLETED SHADE STUDY

◼ OFFERING FREE SHADE STRUCTURES / AIR FLAGS - HEALTHY CHILDCARE CHAMPIONS

◼ DATA COLLECTED / REPORT BEING FINALIZED ON INDOOR AIR QUALITY IN CHILDCARE



SHADE
P I L O T  P R O J E C T

• The study aims to address the impact of heat and limited 

shade on children and staff during the summer months, with 

a focus on the disparities exacerbated by climate change.

• Our primary objective is to determine if the provision of shade 

structures can increase outdoor playtime during hot months 

in childcare facilities within these neighborhoods.

• We measured:

⚬ Average surface temp. without shade

⚬ Average surface temp. with shade

⚬ Average temp. difference

⚬ Average play time without  shade

⚬ Average play time with shade

⚬ Average play time difference 

Investigation of Shade Structures in encouraging more and 

longer outdoor play during summer days in urban childcare.

Worked with 8 facilities, Summarized results:

• The presence of shade structures resulted in temperature 

decreases, with an average 14.2-minute playtime increase and 

a 5.96-degree temperature reduction across all centers.



SHADE
P I L O T  P R O J E C T

• The study aims to address the impact of heat and limited shade on 

children and staff during the summer months, with a focus on the 

disparities exacerbated by climate change.

• Our primary objective is to determine if the provision of shade 

structures can increase outdoor playtime during hot months in 

childcare facilities within these neighborhoods.

• We measured:

⚬ Average surface temp. without shade

⚬ Average surface temp. with shade

⚬ Average temp. difference

⚬ Average play time without  shade

⚬ Average play time with shade

⚬ Average play time difference 

Investigation of Shade Structures in 

encouraging more and longer outdoor play 

during summer days in urban childcare.

Worked with 8 facilities, Summarized results:

• The presence of shade structures resulted in temperature 

decreases, with an average 14.2-minute playtime increase and a 

5.96-degree temperature reduction across all centers.



INDOOR AIR QUALITY
P I L O T  P R O J E C T

Our current on-going project:

Utilizing indoor air quality monitors from IQAir, we 

are collecting data on the efficiency of Medify Air in 

reducing PM 2.5 

Promoting health literacy and communication of 

Indoor and Outdoor Air Quality and AQI through:

• AirNow.Gov

• EPA Air Flags

• WHE AQI Kits 

Indoor Air Quality Monitoring of PM2.5 in  Childcare Facilities 



CONTACT US

Healthy Buildings Program Manager

Lorna Rosenberg

Program Assistant

Randy Persaud

Research Assistant

Chanel Palmer

Lorna@Womenforahealthyenvironment.org Randy@Womenforahealthyenvironment.org Chanel@Womenforahealthyenvironment.org



ADDITIONAL RESOURCE: THE CURRICULUM FUND

The Curriculum Fund Information Session:

12/5/2023 at 1:00 pm

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/f75uhh3iercd840t0ulti/Curriculum-Flyer-Application-

Information-11_2023_final.pdf?rlkey=kr0x7n6edpexebw2y3mm8o737&dl=0

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/f75uhh3iercd840t0ulti/Curriculum-Flyer-Application-Information-11_2023_final.pdf?rlkey=kr0x7n6edpexebw2y3mm8o737&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/f75uhh3iercd840t0ulti/Curriculum-Flyer-Application-Information-11_2023_final.pdf?rlkey=kr0x7n6edpexebw2y3mm8o737&dl=0


MEETING 

WRAP UP

• 30-Second Exit Survey:

https://forms.gle/Xuw3NzQGGyTUJXjB9

• Upcoming Meetings:  December 19

(12:30 – 2:30pm) January 16

February 20

March 19 

• Meeting recording, slides & registration links on First 
Up/SEPECC Webpage: https://www.firstup.org/sepecc/

https://forms.gle/Xuw3NzQGGyTUJXjB9
https://www.firstup.org/sepecc/


2023 SEPECC COMMITTEE VOLUNTEERS

Steering Committee

Damaris Alvarado-Rodriguez (Co-Chair)

Zakiyyah Boone(Co-Chair)

Laverne Cheeseboro

Latonta Godboldt

Mary Graham

Jackie Groetsch

Kim Heuschkel

Shineal Hunter
Sim Loh

Sharon McClafferty

Minette Taylor

Advisory Council

Norma Finkelstein

Diane Getzinger

Pamela Haines

MaryKay Mahar

Maddy Malis

Elizabeth Ozer

Khadijah Sabir

Advocacy Workgroup

Laverne Cheeseboro
Nicole Dyson

Jowanna Gordon

Shirlee Howe

Shineal Hunter

Jacob Kurtz

Eleanor Levie

Elizabeth Ozer

Monique Roye

Shawn Towey Social Media Workgroup 

Eleanor Levie

Jowanna Gordon

Sim Loh

Shawn Towey

Sept. 2023



BREAKOUT ROOMS

We will break out into randomly assigned

small groups for all who wish to join.

We invite you to discuss these questions in your small group:

How can we help each other build an army of ECE advocates?

What can you offer?

What do you need?
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