
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REMINDERS:

* ALL PARTICIPANTS ARE AUTOMATICALLY MUTED.

* PLEASE SHARE YOUR QUESTIONS FOR SPEAKERS IN THE CHAT BOX.

* THIS MEETING WILL BE RECORDED & AVAILABLE AT: https://www.firstup.org/sepecc/

SEPECC Meeting
Tuesday, January 16, 2024

Agenda:
12:30 Welcome

12:35 Federal, State & Local Budget/Policy Updates

12:45 Advocacy Skill Building & Activities

1:05 OCDEL, ELRC & DHS Announcements

1:25 Special Presentation: Kindergarten Registration 

and Transition: Resources for Teachers & Families

1:45 Community Partner Resources

2:00 Wrap Up

Meeting will begin at 12:30pm

https://www.firstup.org/sepecc/




BUDGET & POLICY 

UPDATES

(FEDERAL, STATE, LOCAL)

MARY GRAHAM, 

CHILDREN'S VILLAGE

TYRONE SCOTT, 

FIRST UP



FEDERAL - TAKE ACTION NOW!

EMAIL CONGRESS NOW!

 It's time to speak up about annual funding! Congress still has 
not finalized their decisions on funding for child care and they 
need to hear from you. 

 Add your voice to the call for increased funding by emailing 
your lawmakers today! We just need a few pieces of 
information to connect you with your lawmakers.

Instructions:

 1. Click here to complete the 
form: https://www.childcareaware.org/email-your-lawmaker-
2023/?doing_wp_cron=1695059020.4969389438629150390625

 2. Review and customize the email template. 

 3. When you are ready, click the ‘submit’ button to send your 
email.

https://www.childcareaware.org/email-your-lawmaker-2023/?doing_wp_cron=1695059020.4969389438629150390625
https://www.childcareaware.org/email-your-lawmaker-2023/?doing_wp_cron=1695059020.4969389438629150390625


STATE- TAKE ACTION NOW!

Sample messages-

 I own/direct a child care/pre-k program and 
can’t recruit or retain staff. We need more state 
funding to solve this crisis.

 Child care programs and classrooms are closing 
and need more state funding to stay open.

 My job as a child care/pre-k teacher allows others 
to work - but I shouldn’t have to work 3 jobs to 
support my own family. We need more state 
funding to solve this crisis.

 Child care programs and classrooms are closing 
and need more state funding to stay open.

 Or, write your own message.



ADVOCACY



MEETING WITH SENATOR CASEY’S 

LEGISLATIVE AIDE FOR EDUCATION
DAMARIS ALVARADO-RODRIGUEZ, THE CHILDREN'S PLAYHOUSE EARLY LEARNING CENTERS



LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY

Jan. 9, 2024: 

SEPECC 

leaders met 

virtually with 

Senator Bob 

Casey’s 

legislative 

aide on 

education:

Sydney 

Brooks 

>



OUR ADVOCACY MESSAGE

Sydney Brooks, thank your boss, Senator Casey, for his 

continuous championing of quality childcare, and for co-

sponsoring SB 1354, the Childcare for Working Families 

Act. 

Here is our collected testimony to help him                        

get this bill passed!



OUR ADVOCACY MESSAGES

Jackie Groetsch of First Up: First Up and SEPECC both 
empower early childhood educators with resources and support, 
making sure they are fully deserving of a living wage and growth.

Mary Graham of Children’s Village: ECE funding is based on a 
flawed system of subsidy payments based on market rate survey, 
not on the true cost of care model. 



OUR ADVOCACY MESSAGE

Laverne Cheesboro of Heavenly Made Creations: As one of 

approximately 400 Family Childcare programs in PA, she is committed to 

her families who cannot pay more, but the inability to pay staff prevents 

her from expanding and flourishing. 

Shineal Hunter of Family Circle Academy: As a 4th generation 

child care provider, I am heartbroken that I recently had to close my center, 

return to being a family program and thus turn many children away. My 

daughters won’t want to make childcare a 5th generation business…it’s just 

not sustainable.



OUR ADVOCACY MESSAGE

Shawn Towey of PACCA:  90% of childcare programs in 

Pennsylvania report staffing crises, an inability to operate at capacity or to 
accept more kids. The impact of inadequate childcare which forces parents 
to stay home is estimated at $6.65 billion.

Damaris Alvarado-Rodriguez of Children’s Playhouse Early 

Learning Centers: Many of my kids who have faced trauma in their 

lives are further traumatized by the constant turnover of my teachers. Like 

so many, these teachers are often forced to leave jobs they love to get 

higher paying jobs elsewhere.



OUR ADVOCACY MESSAGE

Eleanor Levie, a volunteer advocate with SEPECC from the 

National Council of Jewish Women NCJW). Inspired by my Jewish 

values, I know that quality childcare should be a right for all kids. It’s a 

moral imperative that we lift up children and their families: quality 

childcare and parent engagement = a path out of poverty.



SYDNEY BROOKS’ RESPONSE

• Thank you for your stories. We may ask you to present testimony in a 

committee hearing.

• 2024 is still in a state of play. 

• In the Democratic Caucus, the Childcare for Working Families Act is a pillar 

(i.e., essential).

• Yes, there will be budget concessions made to the minority party. 

• Help us move the needle with Republican legislators.

• Advocate for a House bill companion to SB 1534 — Brian Fitzpatrick (R, 

Bucks County) could be a key player!





POLICY WINS FOR CHILD CARE IN 2023
ELIZABETH OZER,  FIRST UP



WINS FOR BABIES & TODDLERS #1-5

1. Presidential Leadership for early care 

and education.

2. Bipartisan introduction of 

the Strengthening America’s Families 

Act (SAFA).

3. State expansion of paid leave.

4. State adoption of Medicaid 

postpartum coverage extension.

5. State adoption of Child Tax Credits.



WINS FOR BABIES #6-10

6. Infant and Early Childhood Mental 

Health (IECMH) in the states.

7.The Congressional Dads Caucus.

8. Raising awareness of the impact 

of climate change on babies.

9. Continuous Medicaid coverage for 

young children gains ground.

10. Babies and advocates return 

to Washington, DC.



WASHINGTON, D.C. EARLY EDUCATION TEACHERS ARE PAID ON 

PAR WITH D.C. PUBLIC SCHOOL TEACHERS.



ECE WINS AROUND THE STATES

 New Mexico and the District of 

Columbia use cost estimation 

models to set child care subsidy rates 

for providers based on the cost of high-

quality care.

 New Mexico also raised eligibility for 

child care subsidies for families earning 

up to 400 percent of federal poverty 

guidelines while waiving copays, 

effectively making child care free for 

these families.

 Vermont is investing $125 million 

annually to expand subsidies for families 

earning up to 575 percent of the FPL.

 The governor of North 

Dakota signed a bill in April 

2023 that eliminates copayments for 

families with incomes under 

100 percent of the FPL.

https://www.nmececd.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/P5FS_NMReport_v.3d_forWeb.pdf
https://osse.dc.gov/page/modeling-cost-child-care-district-columbia
https://osse.dc.gov/page/modeling-cost-child-care-district-columbia
https://www.nmececd.org/child-care-assistance/
https://www.nmececd.org/child-care-assistance/
https://letsgrowkids.org/newsroom/whats-in-vermonts-historic-2023-child-care-bill
https://letsgrowkids.org/newsroom/whats-in-vermonts-historic-2023-child-care-bill
https://www.nd.gov/news/burgum-signs-66m-child-care-package-addressing-major-barrier-workforce-participation


ECE WINS AROUND THE STATES

 Eight states have set income eligibility 

at the federal limit of no more than 85 

percent of state median income (SMI), 

and 21 states have set the second tier 

graduated phase-out level at 85 percent 

of SMI.

https://buildinitiative.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/2023.3.10-Sustaining-Gains3.pdf
https://buildinitiative.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/2023.3.10-Sustaining-Gains3.pdf


 Minnesota invested $750 million 

in new funding for child care and 

early learning programs, expanding 

eligibility for child care assistance and 

establishing the Great Start 

Compensation Support Payment 

Program for child care providers.

 New York invested in its child 

care sector by expanding eligibility 

for subsidies to families earning up to 

300 percent of the FPL, waiving copays 

for families under 100 percent of the 

FPL, and capping copays for all other 

families at 10 percent of their income.

https://www.childcareawaremn.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Final-2023-Legislative-Update-FINAL.pdf
https://www.childcareawaremn.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Final-2023-Legislative-Update-FINAL.pdf
https://www.childcareawaremn.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Final-2023-Legislative-Update-FINAL.pdf
https://www.childcareawaremn.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Final-2023-Legislative-Update-FINAL.pdf
https://www.childcareawaremn.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Final-2023-Legislative-Update-FINAL.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-plan-make-child-care-more-affordable-accessible-and-fair-new-york
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-plan-make-child-care-more-affordable-accessible-and-fair-new-york


LOCAL ADVOCACY WORKS!

 Washington state’s Fair Start for Kids initiative 

raises family income limits for child care subsidies to 

60 percent of the SMI and caps family copays at 7 

percent of income. It also raises provider 

reimbursement rates to the 85th percentile of 

market rates and funds health insurance for 

providers.

 Louisiana,Wisconsin, West Virginia, 

and Utah have also set their reimbursement 

rates above the 75th percentile of the market rate.

https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/about/government-affairs/fair-start-for-kids-act
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/states-can-improve-child-care-assistance-programs-through-cost-modeling/


AUSTIN, TEXAS PROP 2 CONSTITUTIONAL 

AMENDMENT
BRITANYA BROWN, COMMUNITY CHANGE



BRITANYA BROWN

COMMUNITY CHANGE / CHILDCARE CHANGEMAKERS

BSBROWN@COMMUNITYCHANGE.ORG



SHAPING THE NARRATIVE

IT’S YOUR STORY – TELL IT

Uplifting authentic lived experiences of 

directly impacted people on a local, state and 

national level

Work in coalitions with other parents, 

providers, community orgs and elected 

officials

HOW?   WHEN?  WHERE?



BUILDING POWER

BE A CHANGEMAKER

Parents, educators and community 

leaders/organizations have what it takes to SHIFT the 

childcare narrative & BUILD POWER FROM THE GROUND 

UP!

 Clarify your demands

 Target those in “power”

 Take action together

 WASH, RINSE, REPEAT!





GET INVOLVED PA

https://act.communitychangeaction.org/a/pa-changemakers-zoom-meet-greet

SCAN ME!



BRITANYA BROWN

COMMUNITY CHANGE / CHILDCARE CHANGEMAKERS

BSBROWN@COMMUNITYCHANGE.ORG



SNOWFLAKE ADVOCACY CRAFT
MONIQUE ROYE, BEANSTALK PRESCHOOL



ADVOCACY CRAFT ACTIVITIES

“SNOWFLAKES ARE UNIQUE” @ BEANSTALK SCHOOL

 We used the Snowflake Activity as an 

inspiration.

 Instead of using crayons and watercolors, 

we used popsicle sticks, paint, glue and 

various materials to make a hanging 

snowflake, we had some of our parents 

help!

 We still used the same logan: “Just like a 

Snowflake, I am beautiful and unique”

 We displayed some throughout the school, 

some went home with parents and others 

were sent to Mayor Parker’s office along 

w/invitation to visit our school.



NAEYC SURVEY- WINTER 2024 (RESPOND BY JANUARY 21, 2024)

English: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/6HBPYDV

Spanish: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/6HTRR38

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/6HBPYDV
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/6HTRR38


JANETTA (NETTA) RADZINSKI – OFFICE OF CHILD 

DEVELOPMENT AND EARLY LEARNING (OCDEL)

C-JRADZINS@PA.GOV

ANN NARKIEWICZ – DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN 

SERVICES (DHS)

ANARKIEWIC@PA.GOV

ANDREW CARTER - EARLY LEARNING 
RESOURCE CENTERS (ELRC)

ACARTER@PHMC.ORG

OCDEL, ELRC & DHS 
Announcements 



NETTA RADZINSKI| SPECIAL ASSISTANT FOR 
EXTERNAL RELATIONS

OFFICE OF CHILD DEVELOPMENT AND EARLY 
LEARNING

607 SOUTH DR,4TH FL ROTUNDA| HARRISBURG, 
PA 17126
PHONE: 717.395.2260
C-JRADZINS@PA.GOV

WWW.DHS.PA.GOV| WWW.EDUCATION.STATE.PA.US

mailto:c-jradzins@pa.gov
http://www.dhs.pa.gov/
http://www.education.state.pa.us/


ANDREW CARTER

ACARTER@PHMC.ORG

ELRC REGION 15



ELRC UPDATES

 Continuous Quality Improvement Grants

• Eligibility based on provider type, STAR level, licensed capacity as of 11/30/23

• For STAR 2,3,4 providers and STAR 1 sites actively working on movement with open designation request in PD 
Registry as of 11/30/23 and designation completed by 1/12/24

• Approved spending based on expenses connected with meeting Keystone STARS standards and costs to 
achieve Alternate Pathway

• Eligibility letters will be sent between 12/18/23 and 1/15/24 with payments going out by end of March 2024



CQI GRANT CONTACT INFORMATION
ALL CQI GRANT RELATED QUESTIONS SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO YOUR REGION AS FOLLOWS:

Region 15

Delaware County

Region 16

Bucks County

Region 17

Montgomery 

County

Region 18

Philadelphia

Region 19

Chester County

elrc15workforcesupp

ortgrants@phmc.org

elrc-ksgrants@ 

cscinc.org

elrcregion17@pa.gov elrc18grants@caring

peoplealliance.org

Note: all award 

letters will be 

emailed to eligible 

providers at the same 

date/time (TBA)

elrc19grants@phmc.

org

mailto:elrc18grants@caringpeoplealliance.org
mailto:elrc18grants@caringpeoplealliance.org


ELRC 15 REMINDERS
Contact ELRC 15 for additional information or assistance

 Quality Coach meeting locations:

-Resource hub at Park Lane Elementary School
-DCIU every Thursday
-Chester Crozer Library every Wednesday

For these office hours, please contact your Quality 
Coach to make sure that they are available.

 Delaware County has recently updated the 

Human Services website and the monthly 

provider newsletter that is mailed out will be 

available online at https://delcohsa.org/elrc.html

The newsletter includes any ELRC updates, due 

dates for invoices and any upcoming events in 

the region. 

https://delcohsa.org/elrc.html


ELRC 16 REMINDERS
Contact ELRC 16 for assistance or additional information

▪ ELRC Provider Link  
ELRC 16’s monthly provider newsletter. You will find STARS and CCW updates, OCDEL 
news, and regional events.To access this month’s newsletter and to subscribe, go to: 
https://elrc-csc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Provider-Link-January-2024-Region-16.pdf

• Bucks County Directors Alliance 
All providers are invited to join community partners and Quality Coaches at our monthly 
Bucks County Directors Alliance meeting! Attendance is strongly recommended as there 
are important updates for all childcare providers! Each month we focus on a different 
topic, and community partners share their agency updates. Invitations can be found in 
the Provider Link Newsletter noted above. Next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday,  
January 17th at 1:00 PM.  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019R2u5jiJ6PVyXLzF8Qo30ChCBlw-TfHpKjXZt4Q0Kh2LDTprzfKASslA9FOrIiUiMUSmaizmdEVH4v5kMvL2o2Qf87lJH_wgI1zd2sxJpuStrlI77x8AwVZdoQ9m6UpkmrVjeYgrMI2OOQqHez8dyn6g_XbWypmeKRBZY57yoR0poQe-9An92JiVUBPdIUKbdHddfcpyZaUE1na0mcnlRqNlhWDiZlPCsziD3JokBA0YGjqGF1br9w==&c=_KH4uEzZcX3ZsVPNMCJwv_awAITTpPqDczb7si4X3V5ehRgUtJF24Q==&ch=DlSmy8zwdma-glKWJX9ZPnQp6cGsblmQQAvkpzjQyeCvpd7DX757Qg==


ELRC 17 REMINDERS
Contact ELRC 17 for assistance or additional information

▪ Montgomery County: Childcare Operation Recovery Grant Program
▪ Approximately $4,000,000 has been allocated out of the Montgomery County Recovery Plan for the Childcare Operation 

Recovery Grant Program. This funding provides operational grants to licensed Childcare Providers and School-aged Before 
and After School programs in Montgomery County to help them recover from the financial impacts of the COVID-19 
pandemic caused by decreased enrollments, reduced staffing, and/or closures due to COVID-19 outbreaks.

▪ In order to be eligible for this program, providers must be licensed by Pennsylvania DHS/OCDEL Bureau of Certification 
and must have a physical address within Montgomery County. The amount of each grant will be determined by the number 
of children for which the facility is licensed.

▪ The Montgomery County Recovery Office is currently accepting applications for the Childcare Operation Recovery Grant 
Program from eligible providers in Montgomery County.

 Interested and eligible child care providers can apply for the Childcare Operation Recovery Grant Program on the 
Montgomery County Recovery Office website at https://tinyurl.com/edbtnzpc.

 The deadline to apply for the Childcare Operation Recovery Grant Program has been extended to February 15, 2024.

 Please contact your ELRC 17 Keystone STARS Quality Coach with any questions.

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2Fedbtnzpc&data=05%7C02%7CMargaret.Johnson%40montgomerycountypa.gov%7C3c32be136f3e405a15b608dbfcd5ccb5%7Cabb624ec6a274c8195ceb75e7c96ad9c%7C0%7C0%7C638381767427357494%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BKqeKD1Tazh3jXv8ZUELDr8WiCvrkH8C9kLsaZk4Iao%3D&reserved=0


ELRC 17 REMINDERS
Contact ELRC 17 for assistance or additional information

• ELRC 17 Provider Survey- Substitute Teacher Pool

 Montgomery County is committed to addressing the staffing crisis in our region and proposes to do so by 

creating a substitute teacher pool. The Montgomery County Recovery Office has allocated $500,000.00 toward 

research and strategic planning to address early childhood work force issues involved around hiring, staff 

retention, workforce development and access to child care. We would like to hear from you!

 Below is the link to a fillable survey to complete the “Provider Survey Regarding a Substitute Teacher Pool”:

 https://alongtheway.socialsolutionsportal.com/apricot-intake/f162a836-39a1-4b48-9375-ef421408723c

 We appreciate and value your feedback. Please take a few minutes to complete the provider survey by Friday, 

January 19, 2024.

 If you have any questions, please contact your Keystone STARS Quality Coach. 

https://alongtheway.socialsolutionsportal.com/apricot-intake/f162a836-39a1-4b48-9375-ef421408723c


ELRC 17 REMINDERS
Contact ELRC 17 for assistance or additional information

• ELRC 17 Upcoming Meetings

 Local Leadership Council Hybrid Meeting

 Date:  Wednesday January 31st 1pm-2:30pm

 https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJEpd--qrzooHdPGbPZeIY8L9IozJlIFquKN#/registration

 Health & Safety Regional Task Force  Hybrid Meeting

 Date: Tuesday February 27th 1pm-2:30pm

 https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAkc-2grzsoEtUVsnLou-b4wgrQ0AOLIb8F

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJEpd--qrzooHdPGbPZeIY8L9IozJlIFquKN#/registration
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAkc-2grzsoEtUVsnLou-b4wgrQ0AOLIb8F


ELRC 18 REMINDERS
Contact ELRC 18 for assistance or additional information

▪ ELRC 18 E-bulletin  

ELRC 18 shares a wide range of information and resources through an electronic newsletter that is sent out as 

needed.  To add your email to the distribution list or if you have items you would like to share with other 

Philadelphia providers, please email dgetzinger@caringpeoplealliance.org.

• Children’s Village Beginner Business Series for Directors

The last cohort of the fiscal year will run April 18 and May 2, 9 and 23 from 12:30-3:30p. Don’t miss out on 

this opportunity! Check out the flyer and application. Other upcoming series include:

 Intermediate Series for Center Directors (must have taken the Beginner Series)
 February 27, March 12 and 26 and April 2 and 23 from 12:30-3:30p

 Human Resources Series for Center Directors (must have completed the Beginner Series)
 March 20, April 3 and 17, and May 1, 15 and 29 from 1-4

 Beginner Series for Family Child Care Providers Cohort 3 – May 16, 23, 30 and June 6 from 6:30-8:30p

• Provider Networking Meetings

Check out the e-bulletin for a complete list of provider networking opportunities, both hosted by ELRC18 and 

other community partners.

mailto:dgetzinger@caringpeoplealliance.org
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/eehus6mfzrv7l49scxd8k/BBA-Series-Spring-2024-Flyer-and-App-Cohort-3.pdf?rlkey=e95bnv25q46fehywva3kzy1gl&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ft05nyffjx41zyfdjsgya/Intermediate-BAS-for-CENTER-Flyer-App-2024.pdf?rlkey=et1h78d5ms8s57jiopw9tz1pi&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/tzcvjkountq8rrxoqqs4q/HR-Series-Flyer-and-App-2024.pdf?rlkey=0gv4ic98l20vtc2w3uoyfkyuh&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/dscqj0u4z9nu38l5pf3ms/Beginner-Business-Series-for-FCCH-cohort-3.pdf?rlkey=0b7lu1rtde8mx0sudpjg9lj5c&dl=0


ELRC 19 REMINDERS
Contact ELRC 19 for assistance or additional information

▪ ELRC Region 19 Weekly Early Education Newsletter
ELRC 19’s provider newsletter is delivered weekly to your inbox. You will find current 
announcements, OCDEL news, Keystone STARS and CCW updates, and information about 
regional services and events. To subscribe to the ELRC 19 weekly newsletter, go to our 
website: www.elrc19chesco.org and click on the subscription box.

• ELRC 19 Provider Chit Chat
All Chester County providers are invited to join our community partners and Quality Coaches at 
our bi-monthly virtual Provider Chit Chat meeting! Participation is strongly recommended as 
important information for all Chester County childcare providers is shared! Each meeting brings a 
different presenter and topic. The next meeting is February 6th at 10 am and our guest
presenters will be representatives from OCDEL Certification. Information and invitations 
can be found in our weekly newsletter. Subscribe to our newsletter by clicking on the subscription 
box on our website: www.elrc19chesco.org

http://www.elrc19chesco.org/
http://www.elrc19chesco.org/


SOUTHEAST ELRC OFFICES'
Contact your local ELRC for assistance or additional information



Special Presentation: 

Kindergarten Registration and Transition: 
Resources for Teachers & Families

Shelley Crognale, School District of Philadelphia

Minette Taylor, Mini Montessori Academy

Damaris Alvarado-Rodriguez, Children's Playhouse

Rosanna Matos, First Up

Children's Playhouse



SHELLEY CROGNALE

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF PHILADELPHIA 

OFFICE OF EARLY CHILDHOOD 

EDUCATION

SCROGNALE@PHILASD.ORG

mailto:SCROGNALE@PHILASD.ORG


KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION 

Kindergarten registration for the 2024-2025 school year is now open.

Families can register:

● Online using the Online Registration (OLR) System

● In-person at:

◼ your catchment (neighborhood) school

◼ the Office of Student Enrollment and Placement at 440 N. Broad St. 

District schools will hold two Kindergarten Open Houses: 

1) Open House Day is March 5

2) Open House Week is May 13 - 17

Please check philasd.org/thriveatfive for details

https://www.philasd.org/studentplacement/services/kindergarten-registration/
https://www.philasd.org/studentplacement/services/kindergarten-registration/


BUILDING BRIDGES - KINDERGARTEN TRANSITION PLANNING

Building Bridges is February 9th this year! 

Registration is open now! 



KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION SUPPORT 

District Support Offices

Office of Early Childhood: 
ktransition@philasd.org

215.400.5585

Office of Diverse Learners: 
diverselearners@philasd.org

215.400.4170

Office of Student Enrollment and Placement:
OSEP@philasd.org

215.400.4290

Multilingual Family Support:  
mac@philasd.org

215.400.4180

mailto:ktransition@philasd.org
mailto:OSEP@philasd.org
mailto:mac@philasd.org


MINNETTE TAYLOR, M.ED., 
MONTESSORI CONSULTANT

Owner, G & T Daycare, Montessori Program

Founder & CEO, Mini Montessori Academy

NAFCC Pennsylvania State Representative
PHONE: 858-751-9116



Ways to Provide Ongoing Support, Information, and Opportunities for Parents

1. Parent & Child Evaluation 2. Learning Materials! 3.  Take home kits! 

4. Parent Engagements “Teach 

Me Too!” 5. Parent Engagements “On-Line 

Learning”
6. Parent Engagements 

“Educational Videos”



DAMARIS ALVARADO-RODRIGUEZ

THE CHILDREN'S PLAYHOUSE ELC

AND LATINOS EDUCANDO JUNTOS

DAMARIS.ALVARADO3@GMAIL.COM

mailto:damaris.alvarado3@gmail.com








ROSANNA MATOS

EARLY LEARNING PROGRAM 

ENGAGEMENT SPECIALIST 

ROSANNA.MATOS@FIRSTUP.ORG

mailto:rosanna.matos@firstup.org


Each month, receive tips and information to help your preschooler prepare for Kindergarten 

https://papromiseforchildren.com/kindergarten-here-i-come/

https://papromiseforchildren.com/kindergarten-here-i-come/










COMMUNITY PARTNERS

Adamary Sosa
Xiente

Monica D'Antonio & Eileen Hallstrom
Literacy Council of Norristown

Rosanna Matos
First Up



Rosanna Matos

Early Learning Program 

Engagement Specialist 

rosanna.matos@firstup.org

mailto:rosanna.matos@firstup.org


Hispanic ECE 
fellowship

• Starting February!

• Applications accepted 

until Jan. 26

• Circulo de Aprendizaje 

para educadores 

Hispanos, aceptando 

aplicaciones hasta el 26 

de enero. 

• ¡Habrá incentivos para 

participantes! 



For more details on the Hispanic ECE Fellowship, join us at one of the 

information sessions / Para más información. 

Monday, January 22 at 1pm Wednesday, January 24 at 6pm



Your Interests, your 
topics!  

En Español! 

Next meeting: 

Jan. 18th 1pm 

Next meeting: Jan. 

18th 1pm





BUSESITO

Enhancing Early Childhood 
Education in underserved 

communities



























Eileen Hallstrom, 

Executive Director Literacy 

Council of Norristown

executive.director@lcnlit.org

Monica D’Antonio, Coordinator 

One Book One Norristown and 

Norristown Area Literacy 

Collaborative

monicadantonio15@gmail.com

mailto:executive.director@lcnlit.org
mailto:monicadantonio15@gmail.com


Literacy Council of Norristown (LCN) 
The mission of the Literacy Council of Norristown is to improve lives and strengthen 
families in Greater Norristown and Montgomery County by providing adult literacy 
and English language programs.

Programs:

●Adult Basic Education (ABE): Reading, Writing, and Math 
●GED Preparation & Testing – English/Spanish
●English Language Classes
●Citizenship Tutoring
●Tutor Training
●Digital Literacy
●Family Literacy 
○Dolly Parton Imagination Library
○Bi-monthly family literacy events at NPL 



One Book One Norristown (OBON) 
OBON is an annual arts and literacy initiative that promotes reading and arts 
appreciation through a shared community experience focused on the work of a 
featured author.

Programs: 

● Author visits
○ 2022 - Lorene Cary
○ 2023 - Daniel José Older

● 2023 OBON/NASD Mural Arts Project
● Book clubs/discussion groups (adults/teens)
● Book distributions/“Book Bombs”
● All books, events, and programs are FREE to the community 



Norristown Area Literacy Collaborative (NALC) 
NALC is a collective impact group whose aim is to strengthen intergenerational 
literacy and kindergarten readiness in the Norristown Area community. This group 
is a collaboration between LCN, MC-Norristown Public Library, Early Learning 
Resource Center, CHOP, Reach Out and Read, Norristown Area School District, and 
other local community non-profit organizations.

Programs:

●Literacy tool kits for families to promote literacy in the home  
●Investment in literacy curriculum for childcare centers (Heggerty)
●Customized professional development opportunities for childcare teachers 
●Reading specialists on retainer to support childcare center teachers 



QUESTIONS? FEEDBACK? 

Eileen Hallstrom
Monica D’Antonio 

executive.director@lcnlit.org
monicadantonio15@gmail.com

mailto:executive.director@lcnlit.org
mailto:monicadantonio15@gmail.com


MEETING 

WRAP UP

• 30-Second Exit Survey to provide feedback on the 

effectiveness of today’s meeting:

https://forms.gle/cQYbDm8q8xNZBP2X6

• Upcoming Meetings:  February 20

(12:30 – 2:30pm) March 19

• Meeting Registration Links on First Up/SEPECC 
Webpage: https://www.firstup.org/sepecc/

https://forms.gle/cQYbDm8q8xNZBP2X6
https://www.firstup.org/sepecc/


2023 SEPECC COMMITTEE VOLUNTEERS

Steering Committee

Damaris Alvarado-Rodriguez (Co-Chair)

Zakiyyah Boone(Co-Chair)

Laverne Cheeseboro

Latonta Godboldt

Mary Graham

Jackie Groetsch

Kim Heuschkel

Shineal Hunter
Sim Loh

Sharon McClafferty

Minette Taylor

Advisory Council

Norma Finkelstein

Diane Getzinger

Pamela Haines

MaryKay Mahar

Maddy Malis

Elizabeth Ozer

Khadijah Sabir

Advocacy Workgroup

Laverne Cheeseboro
Nicole Dyson

Jowanna Gordon

Shirlee Howe

Shineal Hunter

Jacob Kurtz

Eleanor Levie

Elizabeth Ozer

Monique Roye

Shawn Towey Social Media Workgroup 

Eleanor Levie

Jowanna Gordon

Sim Loh

Shawn Towey

Sept. 2023
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