Our overarching goal at First Up is to ensure every child from birth to age eight has access to the highest quality care and education possible. We are committed to creating a path that allows both them and their teachers, to reach their full potential. The early childhood education system builds the foundations for our future. By providing the workforce behind the workforce, it also supports our families and our current economy. Thus it is in everyone's interest that it be well-resourced. 
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Invest significantly in and strengthen the early childhood education system for families.
·         Advocate for investments to increase access, affordability, and quality.
·         Explore financial models for public funding with a special focus on expanding infant and toddler care.
·         Provide ongoing recommendations for certification regulations and STARS standards to ensure equity and quality in childcare programs.
Elevate the early childhood education profession.
·         Advocate for increased compensation in the profession. 
·         Strengthen the pipeline for workforce recruitment, retention, and career advancement.
·         Center the expertise and voice of early childhood and education professionals, ensuring all educators regardless of facility type are treated with the respect their experience dictates.
Focus on equitable and developmentally appropriate early childhood education.
·         Ensure access to early intervention and mental health services.
·         Promote anti-racist, culturally- and linguistically-responsive, equitable, and inclusive early childhood environments.
·         Advance quality practices, such as learning through play, and project-based and nature-based learning.
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